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after notification and opportunity for
public comment, the list of fisheries
published in accordance with § 229.21(b)
whenever the Assistant Administrator
determines there has been a significant
change in the information or condi-
tions used to determine such a list.

(g) Southern sea otters. This subpart
does not apply to the taking of South-
ern (California) sea otters.

Subpart C—Take Reduction Plan
Regulations and Emergency
Regulations

§ 229.31 Pacific Offshore Cetacean
Take Reduction Plan.

(a) Purpose and scope. The purpose of
this section is to implement the Pa-
cific Offshore Cetacean Take Reduction
Plan. Paragraphs (b) through (d) of this
section apply to all U.S. drift gillnet
fishing vessels operating in waters sea-
ward of the coast of California or Or-
egon, including adjacent high seas wa-
ters. For purposes of this section, the
fishing season is defined as beginning
May 1 and ending on January 31 of the
following year.

(b) Extenders. An extender is a line
that attaches a buoy (float) to a drift
gillnet’s floatline. The floatline is at-
tached to the top of the drift gillnet.
All extenders (buoy lines) must be at
least 6 fathoms (36 ft; 10.9 m) in length
during all sets. Accordingly, all
floatlines must be fished at a minimum
of 36 feet (10.9 m) below the surface of
the water.

(c) Pingers. (1) For the purposes of
this paragraph (c), a pinger is an acous-
tic deterrent device which, when im-
mersed in water, broadcasts a 10 kHz (±
2 kHz) sound at 132 dB (± 4 dB) re 1
micropascal at 1 m, lasting 300 milli-
seconds (+ 15 milliseconds), and repeat-
ing every 4 seconds (+ .2 seconds); and
remains operational to a water depth
of at least 100 fathoms (600 ft or 182.88
m).

(2) While at sea, drift gillnet vessels
with gillnets onboard must carry
enough pingers to meet the configura-
tion requirements set forth under para-
graph (c)(3) of this section.

(3) Pingers must be attached on or
near the floatline and on or near the
leadline and spaced no more than 300 ft
(90.9 m) apart. Pingers attached on ex-

tenders, or attached to the floatline
with lanyards, must be within 3 ft (0.91
m) of the floatline. Pingers attached
with lanyards to the leadline must be
within 6 ft (1.82 m) of the leadline.
Pingers on or near the floatline and on
or near the leadline must be staggered,
such that the horizontal distance be-
tween a pinger on or near the floatline
and a pinger on the leadline is no more
than 150 ft (45.5 m). Any materials used
to weight pingers must not change its
specifications set forth under para-
graph (c)(1) of this section.

(4) The pingers must be operational
and functioning at all times during de-
ployment.

(5) If requested, NMFS may authorize
the use of pingers with specifications
or pinger configurations differing from
those set forth in paragraphs (c)(1) and
(c)(3) of this section for limited, experi-
mental purposes within a single fishing
season.

(d) Skipper education workshops. After
notification from NMFS, vessel opera-
tors must attend a skipper education
workshop before commencing fishing
each fishing season. For the 1997/1998
fishing season, all vessel operators
must have attended one skipper edu-
cation workshop by October 30, 1997.
NMFS may waive the requirement to
attend these workshops by notice to all
vessel operators.

[62 FR 51813, Oct. 3, 1997, as amended at 63 FR
27861, May 21, 1998]

§ 229.32 Atlantic large whale take re-
duction plan regulations.

(a)(1) Regulated waters. The regula-
tions in this section apply to all U.S.
waters except for the areas exempted
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

(2) Exempted waters. The regulations
in this section do not apply to waters
landward of the following lines:

Maine and New Hampshire

44° 49.52′ N 66° 56.10′ W TO 44° 48.90′ N 66° 57.00′
W

44° 38.60′ N 67° 11.50′ W TO 44° 36.26′ N 67° 15.70′
W

44° 36.26′ N 67° 15.70′ W TO 44° 27.80′ N 67° 32.85′
W

44° 27.80′ N 67° 32.85′ W TO 44° 26.48′ N 67° 36.00′
W

44° 26.48′ N 67° 36.00′ W TO 44° 21.75′ N 67° 51.85′
W
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